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Property Theory compared: A European perspective 

Sustainability transforms property. - Nachhaltigkeit verändert Eigentum. - Duurzaamheid verandert eigendom. 
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Organisers: Prof. Dr. Christine Godt (UOL) and Prof. Dr. Björn Hoops (RUG-UniTo) 

Sustainability transforms property. The challenges of sustainability also concern property, and 
transform the public discourse around it. Yet, while the institution and the challenge are global, the 
public discourse differs according to national preferences and cultural premises. Striking differences 
become recently apparent when the adaptation of private heating systems was discussed in 2023. We 
take the Dutch-German differences as a spring board for an analysis of property discourses in Europe: 
How does the institution of property change?  

 

Programme 

 

 

Thursday, 23 Nov. 2023 

9.30-12.30h  Foundations of Property (Chair: Peter Rott) 

9.30-10.00h  Christine Godt: Welcome Address and Introduction: Property and Sustainability: 
Exploring the institutional change 

10.00-10.30h  Björn Hoops: The Individual or the Collective? The new narrative of the Commons 

10.30-11.00h Katja Zimmermann: Why the right to ownership is not absolute: insights from 
   Catholic social teaching 

11.00-11.20h Coffee Break 

11.20 -11.55h  Bram Akkermans: Egality as category of property 



11.55-12.30h  Dan Wielsch: Property and Sustainability: Lessons from digitalisation 

12.30-14.00h  Lunch Break 

14:00-17:30h  Phenomenology (Chair: Björn Hoops) 

14.00-14.30h Leon Verstappen: Property rights under extraordinary circumstances: Does  
emergency law accommodate climate change measures?   

14.30-15.00h Jacob Blumenfeld: Ecology, Property and the Rights of Nature 

15.00-15.30h Bonnie Holligan: Implications of Change: Markets and Procedure 

15:30-16.00h Coffee Break 

16.00-16.30h Carola Glinski: Implications for Corporate Property 

16.30-17.00h Baptiste Allard: Sustainability and Vessel Ownership 

17.00-17.30h  Matthias Wendland: Energy Consumption of Digitalisation: A sustainability challenge  
to corporate property 

    
 

Friday, 24 Nov. 2023 

9.30-12.30h  Impacts (Chair: Christine Godt) 

9.30-10.00h Tiddo Bos: Positive Obligations in Dutch Private Law 

10.00-10.30h  Michel Boudot: The discourse in France about the ´Code civil et l´Environnement´ 

10.30-11.00h Peter Rott: Property Implications triggered by the Circular Economy 

11.00-11.30h Coffee break 

11.30-12.00h Yassine Hasnaoui: Multi-owner Apartment-Buildings 

12.00-12.30h Ulrich Meyerholt: Owners versus Operators as Addressees of the Public Hand 

12.30-13.00h Wrap-up discussion 

finis 13.00h 

 



 

This workshop forms part of the project ‘Private Law and the Energy Commons’. This project has 
received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under 
the Marie Skłodowska-Curie grant agreement No 101024836. 

The workshop has also received funding from the Funding Program for Cooperation Projects of the 
Carl von Ossietzky University of Oldenburg. 
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