
European Studies in 
Global Perspectives

Course Overview
Winter Term 2019/20

Cluster 2: Languages, Cultures, and Education

Mandatory Modules

lan510 - Language 1 and Culture fi rst semester 12 ECTS

lan520 - Language 2 second semester 9 ECTS

Elective Modules

ang971 - Culture and Diff erence 6 ECTS

ang622 - Elective Module 6 ECTS

ang931 - Language and Society 6 ECTS

ang951 - Linguistics and Cognition 6 ECTS

ges970 - Entangled Histories 6 ECTS

ges974 - Theories and Ideas 6 ECTS
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lan510 - Language 1 and Culture (first semester)

3.02.998 Seminar:
Multiple Imaginations: 
Germany‘s Pasts and Presents

Sunday 
Omwenyeke

Fri., 15 Nov.: 
16:00 - 20:00,
A01 0-009
Sat., 16 Nov., and 
Sun., 17 Nov.: 
10:00 - 19:00
A01 0-007
ECTS: 3 CP

Contents:
In this seminar, we will work on different narratives about and repre-
sentations of what is imagined – in different times and under different 
(political, social, economic) circumstances – as ‘Germany’. We will explore 
what ‘Germany’ supposedly is and gain a deeper understanding of it. 
With a cultural studies perspective we will look at what and who is 
represented by whom as ‘German(y)’, who and what is excluded by the 
narratives, what the specific circumstances for specific narratives are, and 
which counter-narratives can be found.
The aim of the seminar is not to study what is called ‘Germany’ or  
‘Europe’ but to learn about representation and perspectives of (multiple) 
self-imaginations, how they are constructed in different narratives and 
which functions these imaginations serve.
In the context of this seminar, we do a joint study trip to the Auswande-
rerhaus in Bremerhaven to explore different narratives and representa-
tions about Germany’s past and present. With a selection of texts and 
short films we will examine issues of exclusion and inclusion, and their 
implications.

### Exercise:
Language Courses 
(A1.1 - B2.2)*

Language Center date, time: tba
room: tba
ECTS: 9 CP

*You will have a German placement test organized by the Sprachenzen-
trum in the International Orientation Week to determine which course 
level is appropriate.

lan520 - Language 2 (optional second semester)

### Excercise: 
Language Courses 
(A1.2 - B2.2)

Language Center date, time: tba
room: tba
ECTS: 9 CP
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ang971 - Culture and Difference

3.02.970 Seminar:
Gender Performances: 
Paranoid and Reparative Use 
of Drag

Dr. Christian Lassen Wed.: 12:00 - 14:00
A01 0-010a
ECTS: 6 CP

Contents: 
In Queer and Gender Studies as well as in everyday life, the uses of drag 
are manifold. Consequently, it may be an unnecessarily limiting perspec-
tive to view gender performativity solely as a deconstructivist tool in a 
struggle against the regulatory regime of heteronormativity. In fact, even 
though it undoubtedly marks such a tool, and by all means a powerful 
one, some more uplifting and reparative purposes of drag tend at times 
to be overlooked, as they may manifest themselves on a personal rather 
than a political scale. Exploring the full scale of drag acts, this seminar 
will take a look at literary and cinematic representations of drag from the 
late 1960s, the historical moment that witnesses the decriminalisation of 
homosexuality through the passing of the Sexual Offences Act 1967, up 
until today.
In order to trace this historical development, the structure of the seminar 
will include a subdivision into two parts. In the first part, we will discuss 
four selected texts from different decades, namely: Quentin Crisp‘s 
autobiography The Naked Civil Servant (1968), Joe Orton‘s play What the 
Butler Saw (1969), Harvey Fierstein‘s Torch Song Trilogy (1982), and final-
ly, Stephan Elliott‘s film The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert 
(1994). In the second part, you may choose the primary material of the 
seminar from a number of selected contemporary texts [...] (for a list of 
texts please refer to Stud.IP) and thus, carry your own research interests 
into the seminar. Note bene: This format requires that you are prepared 
to sign up for a (group) presentation of your chosen material.

Please read/ watch the following texts:
Quentin Crisp. The Naked Civil Servant. London: Penguin, 1997.
Joe Orton. What the Butler Saw. London: A & C Black, 1969.
Harvey Fierstein. Torch Song Trilogy. New York: Ballantine, 2018.
The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert. Dir. Stephan Elliott. Perf. 
Hugo Weaving, Terence Stamp, and Guy Pierce. MGM Home Entertain-
ment, 2009.



ang971 - Culture and Difference

3.02.971 Seminar:
Land and Passion in 19th 
Century Fiction

Prof. Dr. Anton 
Kirchhofer

Wed.: 10:00 - 12:00
A01 1-121a
ECTS: 6 CP

Contents:
Climate change has come to be recognised as one of the pressing topics 
of our time, but the topic – the evidence and projections, the risks 
and remedies – has been discussed for decades. The public discussion 
has has given rise to heated and long-running controversies, and has 
involved many segments of the public: from politicians and journalists to 
lobby groups, activists and scientists. Writers have participated in this de-
bate as well, both by writing novels and non-fictional essays and articles.
This course will focus on the ways that Anglophone novelists have 
engaged with this topic and on the forms in which they have chosen 
to represent, and also to intervene in ongoing debates. This will take us 
through a range of different literary forms, such as thriller, satire, realism, 
or novel of self-development. Our core texts will be three novels which 
have arguably made the greatest public impact:
Michael Crichton, State of Fear (2004)
Ian McEwan, Solar (2010)
Barbara Kingsolver, Flight Behaviour (2012)
Please purchase and read these as soon as possible (they are available at 
our university book store).
Additional materials will include secondary sources and journalistic 
responses, articles on the debate about “cli-fi” as a new fictional genre, 
non-fictional essays on representing climate change by literary writers, 
as well accounts of works by other writers, where we will hope for con-
tributions from participants pursuing additional projects as part of their 
“M.A. English Studies”.
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ang622 - Elective Module

3.02.220 Seminar:
Beyond Brexit:  
Britain, Europe and (the issue 
of national) Identity

Dr. Richard  
Stinshoff

Thu.: 16:00 - 18:00
A06 0-009
ECTS: 6 CP

3.02.221 Seminar:
Screening Europe:  
Representations of Europe in 
US-American Film and TV

Lea Brenningmeyer Fri., 8 Nov.:  
16:00 - 18:00,
Sat., 30 Nov.: 
10:00 - 17:00,
Thu., 12 Dec.: 
18:00 - 20:00,
Sat., 25 Jan., and 
Sun., 26 Jan.: 
10:00 - 17:00
A06 2-212
ECTS: 6 CP

Contents:
“I may not know much but I do know that Europeans love Americans.” 
This is what Peter Parker’s sidekick Ned tells him as they set off on their 
school trip to Europe in the new Spider-Man: Far from Home movie 
(2019). This is just one example of a common trope in US-American film: 
the trip to Europe. TV series also dedicate special “vacation episodes” 
to certain cities in Europe. In each of these cases, a certain notion of 
Europe, European cities, and Europeans is constructed. These notions 
are filled with stereotypes, myths, and romantic ideas, which include 
among others sexual freedom, cheap alcohol, and old castles. No matter 
how different these films and TV series are, each of these representations 
reproduces but also constructs certain stereotypes regarding Europe, 
certain parts of Europe, and the people who live there. 
In the seminar, we will look at different representations of Europe in film 
and TV. With a representation-critical approach, global perspectives of 
Europe or parts of Europe and what it means to be European will be 
examined and analyzed. Guiding questions will be inter alia:
- How is Europe represented?
- Which filmic devices are employed to construct or support a certain 
notion of Europe?
- What is represented/suggested/identified as stereotypical European?
- Which voices are heard, which are not? What is made visible and what 
remains invisible?
The course is primarily geared towards international exchange students 
but it is also open to University of Oldenburg students. 
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ang951 - Linguistics and Cognition

3.02.950 Seminar:
Bilingualism

Prof. Dr. Cornelia 
Hamann

Thu.: 10:00 - 12:00
A01 0-010a
ECTS: 6 CP

ang931 - Language and Society

3.02.930 Seminar:
World Englishes

Prof. Dr. Ronald 
Geluykens

Thu.: 14:00 - 17:00
V02 0-004
ECTS: 6 CP

3.02.931 Seminar:
Lexical Semantics

Prof. Dr. Ronald 
Geluykens

Thu.: 17:00 - 20:00
V02 0-004
ECTS: 6 CP

ges970 - Entangled Histories

4.02.037 Seminar:
The British Navy, Social 
History and Transnational 
Employment, c.1750 - c.1820

tba, Sara Caputo Fri., 15 Nov.:  
14:00 - 18:30,
Sat., 16 Nov.:  
10:00 - 18:00,
Fri., 6 Dec.:  
14:00 - 18:30 and
Sat., 7 Dec.:  
10:30 - 18:00
A11 0-014
ECTS: 6 CP

4.07.135 Seminar:
Christian Art and 
Interreligious Dialogue in 
India

Sabine Hübner Tue.: 18:00 – 20:00
A07 0-025
Fri., 24 Jan.: 
14:00 - 17:00
ECTS: 3 CP

Contents:
From the seventh century to the present, Christian art has existed in 
India. In the horizon of Christian-Islamic-Hindu encounters, different 
art styles can be analyzed. In this seminary, we will read and discuss the 
book „Intercultural Dialogue in Art and Religion“ by Gudrun Löwner. The 
collection of essays covers a wide range of intercultural and interreligious 
issues that become visible in art. There is a lot to discover for all those 
who are interested in Asia, religion and Dialogue.El
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ges970 - Entangled Histories

4.02.013 Seminar:
Romulus, Remus, Aeneas and 
the Augustan Mythology:  
The Refounding of Rome after 
the Civil Wars

Antonietta Castiello Wed.: 10:00 - 12:00
A11 0-014
ECTS: 6 CP

Contents:
This seminar will analyse the socio-political situation after the Roman Ci-
vil Wars. In particular, we will observe how Octavian Augustus managed 
to overcome the stalemate thanks to a careful and precise construction 
of his character. Through the use of literature, historians and poets close 
to Augustan politics, proceeded to rework Roman history, re-proposing 
some of its most important characters (e.g. Aeneas, Romulus, Camillus, 
...). The main purpose of these authors was to justify and strengthen the 
power and politics of the new emperor.
Our task will therefore be to analyze their works and use them to trace 
the process of intentional modification of Roman history promoted by 
Octavian Augustus.

4.02.031
a

Seminar:
Der transatlantische Sklaven-
handel und die Anfänge der 
kapitalistisch-globalen  
Weltordnung
(German and English)

Dr. Esther Sahle Thu.: 16:00 - 18:00 
A11 0-018
ECTS:  6 CP

Contents:
Der transatlantische Sklavenhandel spielte eine zentrale Rolle für der 
Entwicklung des kapitalistischen Weltwirtschaftssystems. Er stellt außer-
dem eines der gewalttätigsten Kapitel der Menschheitsgeschichte dar. 
Dieses Seminar untersucht die Interaktionen zwischen AfrikanerInnen 
und EuropäerInnen im Rahmen des transatlantischen Sklavenhandels 
vom 16.-19. Jahrhundert. U.a. diskutiert werden die Fragen: Wieso über-
haupt Sklaverei? Welche Rolle spielten versklavte AfrikanerInnen für den 
wirtschaftlichen und politischen Aufstieg des „Westens“? Und was hatten 
asiatische Konsumgüter damit zu tun? Dadurch erklärt dieses Seminar 
die wirtschaftlichen Hintergründe des Sklavenhandels, sowie die histo-
rischen Wurzeln des Rassismus gegenüber Nichtweißen in Amerika und 
Europa heute.
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ges974 - Theories and Ideas

2.02.841 Seminar:
Talent in Sport - Theoretical 
Considerations

Ph.D. Irene Faber Mon.: 12:00 - 14:00
S 2-205
ECTS: 6 CP

4.02.039 Seminar:
The Art of Microhistory

Prof. Dr. Dagmar 
Freist

Tue., 22 Oct.: 
16:00 - 18:00
A11 0-014
and
Thu., 26 Mar.: 
 9:00 - 18:00 and
Fri., 27 Mar.: 
9:00 - 18:00
ECTS: 6 CP

Contents:
The Canadian historian Thomas V. Cohen is one of the most esteemed 
and pronounced microhistorians of his generation. He has combined 
his fascination for microhistorical approaches to history with the art of 
writing as a microhistorian. Thomas Cohen will visit Oldenburg University 
26th to 27th of March 2020, and together with his wife Elizabeth, we will 
run a workshop on „The Art of Microhistory“ for students. This workshop 
is integrated into this class and attendance is obligatory.
In the class running up to this workshop, we will read and discuss core 
texts written by Thomas Cohen including his latest “Roman Tales. A rea-
der’s guide to the Art of Microhistory” as well as selected microhistorical 
classics by Natalie Zemon Davis and Carlo Ginzburg. We will also read a 
couple of core texts on the writing of historical analysises and debates 
about the “correct” style of “how to write as a historian”.
The first introductory meeting is on Tuesday, 22 October at 4.15 pm in 
A 11 014. There will be only five more meetings, possibly in the evening 
and in a relaxed setting of a reading and discussion club taking place in 
the Villa GeistReich.
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