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Thomas Hammer is a human geographer in an interdisciplinary team at the Centre for 
Development and Environment (CDE) at the University of Bern/Switzerland. As an associate 
professor he heads research projects especially on issues of sustainable regional, landscape 
and large protected area development. His special interest lies in the analysis of the societal 
multi-functionality of cultural landscapes and large scale protected areas in order to valorise, 
develop, promote, and manage the different significances for people, economy and nature. 

In relation with parks and sustainable regional and landscape development he is actually the 
leader of the project “The Cultural Dimension of Sustainable Regional and Landscape 
Development (SRLD) – A Comparative Analysis Using the Example of Integrative Protected 
Areas”. This project is integrated in the European COST Action IS1007 “Investigating 
Cultural Sustainability”. 

Other major research projects in relation with parks and sustainable development he led are: 
“Land Use Change, Protection, and Preservation of Mire Landscape Using the Example of 
the UNESCO Biosphere Entlebuch” (2006-2011); “Institutional Resource Regimes and 
Collective Action for Sustainable Landscape Development – Using the Example of the 
Vineyard Landscape of Lake Biel” (2003-2007); “Cooperation in landscape management – 
Institutional Strategies on Local and Regional Level at the Bernese Oberland” (2002-2006). 
In addition he supervises and supervised many student projects concerning the possibilities 
and limits of parks to contribute and foster sustainable regional and landscape development. 

 
Some relevant publications in the field of parks and sustainable development are: 

Hammer, Th. & M. Leng (in press): Linking landscape protection and nature conservation: 
Switzerland’s experience with protected mire landscapes. In: Gambino, R. (eds.): Nature 
policies and landscape policies in Europe: Towards an alliance. Springer. 

Leng, M., Th. Hammer & B. Scharrer (2013): Opportunities and limits of the ecosystem services 
framework in capturing the cultural dimension of sustainable regional and landscape 
development in protected areas. In: Bauch, K. (ed.): Conference Volume of the 5th Symposium 
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for Research in Protected Areas 10 to 12 June 2013, Mittersill. Salzburger Nationalparkfonds. 
Mittersill/Austria, pp. 453-456. 

Hammer, Th. (unter Mitarbeit von Marion Leng und Manuel Berger) (2013): Nachhaltige 
Tourismusentwicklung in Grossschutzgebieten. Schlüsselkriterien und Kernfragen für das 
Tourismusmanagement. Arbeitspapiere aus der IKAÖ, Nr. 7, Universität Bern. Bern, 77 p. 
(Bericht, http://www.ikaoe.unibe.ch/ publikationen/arbeitspapier_07.pdf) 

Hammer, Th., I. Mose, Th. Scheurer, D. Siegrist & N. Weixlbaumer (2012): Societal research 
perspective on protected areas in Europe. In: Eco.mont 4/1, pp. 5-12 

Hammer, Th. & M. Leng (2011): Wie lassen sich naturnahe Kulturlandschaften erhalten? Vorschläge 
für innovatives Handeln am Beispiel der Moorlandschaften der Schweiz. In: GAIA 20/4, pp. 265-
271. 

Hammer, Th. , M. Leng & D. Raemy (2011): Moorlandschaften erhalten durch Gestalten. Nutzen und 
Schützen naturnaher Kulturlandschaften am Beispiel der UNESCO Biosphäre Entlebuch (UBE). 
Allgemeine Ökologie zur Diskussion gestellt, Nr. 10. Schriftenreihe der Interfakultären 
Koordination-sstelle für Allgemeine Ökologie (IKAÖ). Bern, 240 p. 

Hammer, Th., M. Leng & D. Raemy (2009): Swiss Moorland Landscapes and the Significance of 
Economic and Technological Change. Origins, Threats and New Patterns of Use. In: Lévêque, 
L., M. Ruiz del Arbol & L. Pop (eds.): Heritage, Images, Memory of European Landscapes. 
Paris, pp. 329-339. 

Hammer, Th. (2009): Kooperatives Landschaftsmanagement – Weshalb, wie und mit welchen 
Instrumenten Landschaft gemeinsam gestalten? In: Facetten, Nr. 10, Themenheft „Ganz nah – 
Von der Entwicklung der Landschaft“. Sulgen/Zürich, pp. 14-20. 

Hammer, Th & D. Siegrist (2008): Protected Areas in the Alps – The Success Factors of Nature-Based 
Tourism and the Challenge for Regional Policy. In: GAIA 17/S1, Special Issue “Protected Areas 
and Biodiversity Conservation”, pp. 152-160. 

Hammer, Th., H.-R. Egli & J. Atmanagara (2008): Cultural Landscape in Conflict between Economy, 
Ecology, and Institutional Steering. The Example of the UNESCO Biosphere Entlebuch 
(Switzerland). In: Bartels, C., M. Ruiz del Arbol, H. v. Londen & A. Orejas (eds.): Landmarks – 
Profiling Europe’s Historic Landscapes. Bochum, p. 99-112. 

Hammer, Th. (2007): Protected Areas and Regional Development: Conflicts and Opportunities. In: 
Mose, I. (ed.): Protected Areas and Regional Development in Europe – Towards a New Model 
for the 21st Century. Ashgate, Aldershot and Burlington, pp. 21-36. 

Hammer, Th. (2007): Biosphere Reserves: An Instrument for Sustainable Regional Development? The 
Case of Entlebuch, Switzerland. In: Mose, I. (ed.): Protected Areas and Regional Development 
in Europe – Towards a New Model for the 21st Century. Ashgate, Aldershot and Burlington, pp. 
39-54. 

Hammer, Th., I. Mose, D. Siegrist & N. Weixlbaumer (2007): Synthesis – Protected Areas and 
Regional Development in Europe: Towards a New Model for the 21st Century. In: Mose, I. (ed.): 
Protected Areas and Regional Development in Europe – Towards a New Model for the 21st 
Century. Ashgate, Aldershot and Burlington, pp. 233-246. 

Hammer, Th. (2007): Natur- und Landschaftsschutz – Das institutionelle Umfeld der UNESCO-
Welterberegion Jungfrau-Aletsch-Bietschhorn. In: Wallner, A., E. Bäschlin, M. Grosjean, T. 
Labhart, U. Schüpbach & U. Wiesmann (Hg.): Welt der Alpen – Erbe der Welt. UNESCO 
Welterbe-Region Jungfrau-Aletsch-Bietschhorn. Jahrbuch der Geographischen Gesellschaft 
Bern, Bd. 62. Bern, Stuttgart, Wien, pp. 241-270. 

Hammer, Th. (2005): UNESCO-Biosphärenreservate als Instrumente nachhaltiger 
Regionalentwicklung in Berggebieten – Am Beispiel der Biosphäre Entlebuch (Schweiz). In: 
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Erdmann, Karl-Heinz & Hans-Rudolf Bork (Bearb.): Zukunftsfaktor Natur – Blickpunkt Berge und 
Gebirge. BfN, Bundesamt für Naturschutz, Bonn-Bad Godesberg, pp. 109-124. 

Hammer, Th. (2004): Schutzgebiete als Grundlagen lokal-regionaler Agenden nachhaltiger 
Entwicklung. In: Gamerith, W., P. Messerli, P. Meusburger & H. Wanner (Hg.): Alpenwelt – 
Gebirgswelten. Inseln, Brücken, Grenzen. Tagungsbericht und Abhandlungen des 54. 
Deutschen Geographentags Bern 2003. Heidelberg & Bern, pp. 749-758. 

Hammer, Th. (2003): Mensch – Natur – Landschaft: Exkursionen im UNESCO-Biosphärenreservat 
Entlebuch. Geographica Bernensia, B14, Bern, 148 p. 

Hammer, Th. (Hg.) (2003): Grossschutzgebiete – Instrumente nachhaltiger Entwicklung. OEKOM, 
München, 198 p. 

Hammer, Th. (2003): Schutzgebiete als Instrumente der Regionalentwicklung im Alpenraum? In: 
Berichte zur deutschen Landeskunde, Themenheft „Brennpunkt Alpen“, Band 77, Heft 2/3, 
Leipzig/Flensburg, pp. 187-208. 

Hammer, Th. (2002): Das Biosphärenreservat-Konzept als Instrument nachhaltiger 
Regionalentwicklung? – Beispiel Entlebuch, Schweiz. In: Mose, I. & N. Weixlbaumer (Hg.): 
Naturschutz: Grossschutzgebiete und Regionalentwicklung. Reihe Naturschutz und 
Freizeitgesellschaft, Band 5. Aachen, pp. 111-135. 

Leimgruber, W. & Th. Hammer (2002): Biosphere Reserves - Sustainable Development of Marginal 
Regions? In: Jussila, H., R. Majoral & B. Cullen (eds., 2002): Sustainable Development and 
Geographical Space. Issus of Population, Environment, Globalization, and Education in 
Marginal Regions. Ashgate, Aldershot/UK, pp. 129-144. 

Hammer, Th. (2001): Biosphärenreservate und regionale (Natur-)Parke. Neue Konzepte für die 
nachhaltige Regional- und Kulturlandschaftsentwicklung? In: GAIA 10/4, pp. 279-285. 

Hammer, Th. (2000): Biosphärenreservate: Modelle nachhaltiger Regionalentwicklung. In: Montagna, 
Zeitschrift für das Berggebiet, 11/10, pp. 16-18. 

 

For further information see http://www.ikaoe.unibe.ch/personen/hammer/ 
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