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The DFGʼs Mission Statement  

 

The DFG (German Research Foundation) is the  self-governing  

organisation for science and research in Germany.  

It serves  all branches of science and the humanities by 

funding research projects and facilitating cooperation  

among researchers. It promotes  equality between men and women. 
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The DFGʼs Mission Statement  

 

The DFG supports  international cooperation in all its funding 

programmes. It  advises parliaments and public authorities on 

scientific matters and fosters  relations with  

the private sector. It devotes particular attention  

to the education and advancement of  young researchers.  
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The DFG 

 

 

►The DFG is an association under German private law 

► Its budget totalled approx. € 2.7 billion in 2013 

► It is funded by 

● German federal government (67,6%)  

● German states (32.3%) 

● Private sources (0.1%) 
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Funding by scientific discipline 

in 2012 

9 

Humanities and  
Social Sciences 
€319.0 million 

15.5% 

Life Sciences 
€791.2 million 

38.6% 

Natural Sciences 
€500.8 million 

24.4% 

Engineering Sciences 
€440.7 million 

21.5% 
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Amount of research funding awarded by programme  

in 2012 (in €m and %) 
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Individual grants 
programme 
922 (34.5%) 

Research Centres  
41 (1.5%) 

Collaborative  
Research Centres 

551 (20.6%) 
Priority Programmes  

203 (7.6%) 

Research Units  
182 (6.8%) 

Research  
Training Groups  

153 (5.7%) 

Infrastructure 
funding 

168 (6.2%) 

Prizes, other  
53 (2.0%) 

Excellence 
Initiative  

404 (15.1%) 
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Eligibility 

Researchers 

►who completed their scientific training, i.e. who hold a 

doctorate and 

►who would like to carry out a research project at a 

German research institution 

►of any age 

 

 

Who can apply for funding? 
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Amount of research funding awarded by programme  

in 2012 (in €m and %) 
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Individual grants 
programme 
922 (34.5%) 

Research Centres  
41 (1.5%) 

Collaborative  
Research Centres 

551 (20.6%) 
Priority Programmes  

203 (7.6%) 

Research Units  
182 (6.8%) 

Research  
Training Groups  

153 (5.7%) 

Infrastructure 
funding 

168 (6.2%) 

Prizes, other  
53 (2.0%) 

Excellence 
Initiative  

404 (15.1%) 

→ Several thousand 
research positions are 

regularly available in 

DFG-funded projects 
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Job Opportunities 

~ 6,200 positions were created 

 
Clusters of Excellence & 

Graduate Schools 

~   700 postdoc positions 

~   270 junior professorships and  

     junior group leader positions 

~   390 professorships 

~   230 other positions 
      [10/2011] 

 

 

Institutional Strategies 

~ 850 jobs for early-career researchers 

~ 145 (junior) professorships 
      [02/2009] 
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Working in a DFG-funded Project 

►Eligible    PhD students and postdocs 

►Employer   a research institute in Germany 

►Duration    depends on project 

►Contract   position (TVöD/TV-L E13-E14) 

     salary depending on qualification 

►Apply to    the projectʼs PI 

 

How to Apply 

 

Dagstuhl | 18 June 2014 

Anna Böhme | DFG Funding Opportunities 

19 



Finding a Position in a DFG-funded Project 

DFG Website 
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Research Fellowships 

►  Eligible   postdocs 

►  Host     a research institute abroad 

►  Duration   max. 2 years      

     + Return Grant of max. 6 months   

►  Fellowship  basic fellowship = max. 1,518 € 

     + allowance for direct project costs  

        = 103 € 

     + foreign allowance    

        = e.g. about 1,000 € for the US 

     + travel allowance 

     + child allowance (if applicable) 

►Apply to   DFG 

Pursuing a Project Abroad 
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Research Fellowships 

Not sure whether youʼre eligible? Please ask 

►Ms Birgit Gemein 

►Mr Marco Steffes 

e-mail to verfahren-nachwuchs@dfg.de 

give us a call on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday   

 9.00 a.m. ‒ 12.00 p.m. | +49-(0)228-885-3008 

 

Pursuing a Project Abroad 
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Award Calculator 

www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/individual/

research_fellowships/calculator 
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Number of New Research Fellowships*  

by Scientific Discipline in 2012 

* not including return grants 

Total number of fellowships: 285

Humanities and 

Social Sciences

25 (8.8%)

Life Sciences
184 (64.6%)

Natural Sciences

62 (21.8%)

Engineering Sciences

14 (4.9%)
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Research Fellowships in Computer Science 

Applications vs. Approvals, 2004-2013 (excl. Return Grants) 
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Funding Rates (in %) for Research Fellowships in Computer Science 

2004-2013 (excl. Return Grants) 
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Research Grants 

►Opportunity to realise your research project with clearly 

defined topics and durations in Germany 

►No age restrictions 

►No deadline 

►You can apply funding for staff, direct project cost, 

publication expenses and instrumentation 

►Additional module: ʻTemporary Positions for Principal 

Investigatorsʼ 

 

Flexible Project Funding 
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Research Grants 

►Eligible   postdocs 

►Employer   a research institute in Germany 

►Duration    3 years 

►Contract   position (TVöD/TV-L E13 bis E14) 

     + direct project costs    

     + funding for staff     

     + travel allowance 

►Apply to    DFG 

‘Temporary Positions for Principal Investigators’ 
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New Awards in the Temporary Positions for PIs* Scheme  

by Scientific Discipline 2009-2012 

 

30 
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Funding Rate* (in %) in the Individual Grants Programme  

by Scientific Discipline 2009-2012 

31 

* The funding rate (or success rate) was calculated by dividing the number of awards by the number of proposals reviewed.  
Source: New Individual grants (incl. Individual proposals, research fellowships, the Emmy Noether Programme,  
the Heisenberg Programme and Reinhart Koselleck projects) 
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Emmy Noether Programme 

 

Aims of the Emmy Noether Programme 

► achieving independence at an early stage of 

your scientific career 

► alternative to the traditional professorial track 

requiring “habilitation” 

 

Leading Your Own Independent Junior Research Group 
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Requirements 

► having acquired postdoctoral research experience between two and four 

(medicine: six) years + two additional years for each child 

► must have substantial international research experience 

► gaining the qualifications required for a university teaching career as a 

professor  

 



Emmy Noether Programme 

Leading Your Own Independent Junior Research Group 

 

►  Eligible  highly qualified postdocs 

►  Employer  a research institute in Germany 

►  Duration  5 years     

►  Contract  position (TvÖD/TV-L E15) 

    + direct project costs    

    + funding for staff     

    + travel allowance 

►Apply to  DFG 
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Number of New Emmy Noether Junior Research Groups  

by Scientific Discipline 2009-2012 
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Approvals within the Emmy Noether Programme  

by Scientific Discipline and Gender in 2012 
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Emmy Noether Programme in Computer Science 

  

Applications vs. Approvals 2006-2013 
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Heisenberg Programme 

Heisenberg Fellowship 

►Applicants   researchers qualified for 

     a professorship 

►  Host     research institute in Germany       

     or abroad   

►  Duration   max. 5 years    

►  Fellowship  4450 €* 

     + direct project costs         

     + travel allowance 

►Apply to    DFG 

 

* A Heisenberg Fellowship can be combined with a project proposal (Research Grant)  
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Heisenberg Programme 

Heisenberg Professorship 

 

►Applicants   researchers qualified for 

     a professorship 

►Employer   a German university →  

     needs to establish a   

     permanent professorship 

►Duration   max. 5 years     

►Contract   professorship (W2/W3) 

►Apply to    DFG 

 

 

►Contact   Paul Heuermann    

     +49-228-885-2398 
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Heisenberg Programme in Computer Science 

Applications vs. Approvals 2009-2013 
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Preparing a Proposal 
Modular System 
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Preparing a Proposal 
To Do…  

 

 

► Prepare and plan your projects well 

► Read the guidelines and FAQs on the DFG website carefully 

► If you have any questions, ask for advice 

► Allow for more time than expected 

→ It probably takes more than six months from submission to decision 

► Consider your proposal from a reviewerʼs perspective 

► Ask a friend or colleague to read your proposal before submission 

► Start with smaller projects 

Anna Böhme | DFG Funding Opportunities 
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Preparing a Proposal 
… & Not to Do 

Typical pitfalls in CVs: 

► unstructured 

► details are missing (e.g. prizes or 

scholarships) 

► periods of time in which you were unable to 

do research ‒ e.g. related to family care or 

illness ‒ are not mentioned 
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Submitting your Proposal 
elan 
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Reviewing and Decision-making Process 
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In the Individual Grants Programme 

47 

c
o

n
fi

d
e

n
ti

a
l

Draft of funding recommendation

Formal examination

Communication of funding recommendation

Decision letter, 

Reviewers’ recommendations

• Assessment of reviewer selection

• Proposal and review
• Comparative merit and funding volume

Assessment

Review Board

Reviewer selection

• Project quality

• Applicants’ qualifications
• Aims & work programme

• Employment opportunities

• Planned allocation of funding

(written)

Review
Reviewers

• Cross-subject comparisonDecision

Joint Committee

D
F

G
 H

e
a
d

 O
ff

ic
e

Proposal

Notification

Further inquiries



Decision 
If not Approved 

Please… 

► donʼt take the reviewersʼ comments personal 

► donʼt be discouraged 

 

→ Read the reviewersʼ comments carefully. You might 

improve your project accordingly and resubmit your 

proposal 
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Any Guarantee for Success? 
Nope, but Considering these Aspects Might Help 

► Finding a project idea which is both original and feasible 

► Collecting data/evidence to prove your hypothesis 

► Developing and sharpening your profile as a researcher 

► Trying to publish independently of your PhD supervisor 

► Choosing those institutes which offer the best 

environment for your research 

► Building a personal and professional network  

► Being realistic and starting with small proposals 
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► Information on early-career support: 

www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/research_careers  

► Information for applicants: 

www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/proposal_review_decision 

► Finding contacts of people working at the DFG Head Office: 

www.dfg.de/en/dfg_profile/head_office 

► Numbers and statistics: 

www.dfg.de/en/dfg_profile/evaluation_statistics  

► Database of DFG-funded projects: gepris.dfg.de/en 

► Database of 22,000 German research institutes: 

www.dfg.de/en/rex 

► Direct queries to: info-nachwuchs@dfg.de 

 

 

 

Further Information 

Links and Contact 
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Further Information 

Announcements 
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Dr Anna Böhme 

Research Careers  

E-mail: anna.boehme@dfg.de 

Telephone: +49-228-885-2509 

 


