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What is your field of study? What is your home institution?
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What is your home institution?
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How familiar are you with research data management?

a. No previous knowledge 

b. Basic knowledge 

c. Confident in application 

d. Lecturer level
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Source: https://xkcd.com/2054
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Research Data Management in a nutshell

Data Management Plan

Electronic Data Capture Tools

Electronic Lab Notebook

(High Performance) Computing Services

Data Repository Services

Publication Services

Storage & Archive Services

Workflow Management Tools
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Managed data

FAIR vs. Open data

FAIR data

Open Data
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FAIR data

F A I R
Findable Accessible Interoperable Reusable
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Open Data

Access Use Share

→ Appropriate license
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FAIR vs. Open data

Adapted from go-fair.org

FAIR data

Open Data

Transparent and controlled 

(not open) access of data 

curated for reuse

Data open to access, 

use and share, not 

curated for reuse

https://www.go-fair.org/resources/faq/ask-question-difference-fair-data-open-data/
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FAIR data

Open Data

Keep data in a proprietary 

format without contextual 

information on your PC

Share data in trusted open 

access repository in 

proprietary format 

Send sensitive data to the 

National Archives available 

only under a restrictive end 

user license.

Store data and metadata at 

institutional repository where 

they will receive a DOI.

Examples adapted from howtofair.dk/quiz/

A

B

C

D

https://howtofair.dk/quiz/
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Take home

‒ FAIR ≠ open data, BUT intersection

‒ Valid reasons to not open up data

FAIR data

Open Data
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Research Data Scarytales - Undocumented

The data existed, but could not be

re-used despite their best efforts.

Conclusion?

Research Data Scarytales – Undocumented

https://forschungsdaten-thueringen.de/stories/articles/undocumented-eng.html
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Why FAIRify your data? Why not?
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FAIR data Dilemma

Your last paper of your postdoc in Oldenburg is almost finished. Next month you will 

move to a new lab in a different city and before you want to visit your sister‘s 

wedding. The dataset you are working on is badly documented and cannot be reused 

by other lab-members in the current form. It will practically be lost when you leave. It 

is clear that you can either submit the paper OR finish the FAIR data documentation. 

What will you do? 

Idea based on the Dilemma Game 

https://www.eur.nl/en/about-eur/policy-and-regulations/integrity/research-integrity/dilemma-game
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FAIR data Dilemma

Your last paper of your postdoc in Oldenburg is almost finished. Next month you will 

move to a new lab in a different city and before you want to visit your sister‘s 

wedding. The dataset you are working on is badly documented and cannot be reused 

by other lab-members in the current form. It will practically be lost when you leave. It 

is clear that you can either submit the paper OR finish the FAIR data documentation. 

What will you do? 

Idea based on the Dilemma Game 

D Overtime! No one can stop you from 

exploiting yourself. I will skip my sister‘s 

weeding and ...

I will do both.

A The publication is much more 

important for my career and the data will 

not be re-used anyway.

I will only work on the manuscript.

B This research was funded by the 

community and thus data belongs to the 

people!

I will only polish the dataset.

C I do not need to decide this. After all, I 

am an employee and what do I have a 

supervisor for?

I will ask my PI and do what they advise.

https://www.eur.nl/en/about-eur/policy-and-regulations/integrity/research-integrity/dilemma-game
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What do you expect from RDM-services at the Uni?

Examples adapted from howtofair.dk/quiz/

I don`t care Only do that

Bring us new software tools

Guide us through data publication

We need legal advise

Policies, Best Practices, Use cases ...

Please help us with grant proposals

Teach RDM to our students

Storage, organize more storage

https://howtofair.dk/quiz/
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What’s the point anyway?
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Image sources

‒ Logo Postdoc Appreciation Week: https://tu-dresden.de/ga/die-

einrichtung/news/postdoc-appreciation-week-2023

‒ Research Data Scarytales – Undocumented: https://forschungsdaten-

thueringen.de/stories/articles/undocumented-eng.html

‒ Open data badge: https://imgur.com/eud7dC0

https://tu-dresden.de/ga/die-einrichtung/news/postdoc-appreciation-week-2023
https://forschungsdaten-thueringen.de/stories/articles/undocumented-eng.html
https://imgur.com/eud7dC0

