
Experience Report 

To whom it may concern, 

I come from Brazil and I am 27 years old. I am currently undergoing a European Master program 
in Renewable Energy (EUREC). The master consists on 3 semesters, the first one at the core 
University of Oldenburg, the second one in a different university, of my choice, for a 
specialization, and the third and last one I  have to develop my master thesis in a company or 
research center. For the specialization, my choice was Wind Energy and for that reason I went 
to the National Technical University of Athens (NTUA), Greece, where I spent 4 months. Now I 
am working at Forwind, in Germany, a research institute where I am analyzing the benefits of 
short-term wind forecast to the energy market. 

Before going to Athens I heard from a friend that I could apply for a Erasmus and a Mobility grant 
to help me with my expenses in Greece. The application process was simples and well explained 
by my core university. I had to complete some basic forms with the information about the credits 
that I would get, some information about the new University and some personal information. 
For the mobility grant, on the other hand, I had to prove my expenses with flight tickets and 
accommodation and present them to Oldenburg through Stud.Ip, the online support for 
students. At the end, I was granted 320 euros per month from the Erasmus and 420 euros in 
total from the mobility grant. Both financial supports helped me a lot during my staying in 
Greece. 

I went to Greece by plane and from the airport to my new house I used the public transportation 
(bus and metro). Although this was the cheapest way to get to the center of Athens, compared 
to taxi, it was hard to move around with all the luggage that I was carrying (two big luggage and 
a small one). I would recommend students not to take a lot of things or plan to travel with friends 
who can help you with the luggage or even sharing a taxi.  

Overall my time in Greece was spectacular. My course was well organized, I received the classes 
chronogram weeks before the classes started which was good to plan my studies or even trips. 
Also, I had great teachers that have been working in the Wind Energy field for a long time. This 
was super relevant during classes as they could support the theoretical explanations with 
practical experiences. Some of the lectures were even invited experts from well-known 
companies, which was a great opportunity not only to learn from their experience but also to 
get to know more about the companies and possibilities of future jobs. During the semester, I 
also had the opportunity to visit companies where they build wind turbines, a wind farm in 
Greece and a research center (CRES) where a lot of studies are conducted to define aerodynamic 
loads, performance and other relevant information for wind farms in general.  

All my classes where in English but I got in touch with people from all over the world which was 
also good to get to know their culture better and learn a bit of different languages. I now have 
friends from Colombia, Ireland, Egypt, India, Iran, Germany, France, Nigeria, Greece. The 
University itself was huge but as it was a public University some of the facilities weren’t the best 
ones, specially compared to the German standard. However, as Erasmus we could get all three 
meals for free in the cafeteria, which was really good for saving money. 

Regarding the accommodation, I was very lucky to find an apartment, 20 min walk from the 
university, located in a student area and for a very reasonable price. It was a 3-room apartment 
with two balconies, which I shared with a friend who is doing the same program as me. It was 
the first time that I shared an apartment with a friend and the experience was amazing. We got 



along very well and now we are even living in the same city again, but we couldn’t find an 
apartment to live together, unfortunately. One of the best things that we did to avoid 
misunderstanding or stresses was to divide the house shores like cleaning the kitchen, bathroom 
and leaving room or taking out the trash, so that each week one of us would be doing a different 
activity. 

Concerning the city itself, Athens is an exciting city where there is a lot going on. Not only the 
food is amazing, but the history of the city and the beauty of the islands make Greece a unique 
and special place. I used the public transportation to go wherever I wanted, and I have never 
had any problems apart from traffic bus I guess this is normal in any big city (bus, train, metro, 
etc). Around the city center you can visit archeological sites and eat at the tavernas that have 
typical Greek food. The best part of the going out to eat is that Greek’s normally share the food 
so you can taste from every dish. 

Going out from the capital there are also a lot of places to visit, specially the islands. As Greek 
student I got discounts on ferry tickets so I could visit a lot of the famous islands like Mykonos, 
Ios, Santorini, Milos and Zakynthos. I really recommend everyone to save some time to go 
around the island they are unbelievably beautiful and affordable. There are some Islands that 
you can even go for 2 euros from Piraeus port. 

The experience of living abroad was very important to me, not only academically but also 
personally. I can say that the fact that I was surrounded by people from different countries, 
different cultures and that had totally different life experiences from me, helped me a lot to 
grow up. I can now that I know how to deal with different people, that I have learnt a lot from 
peoples believes and traditions. 

Even though I have had already lived abroad, far away from my family, including my first six 
months in Germany, the experience of living in Greece was very enriching. The culture itself is 
different from the northern countries, even closer to the Brazilian “style”, not to mention that 
having a better weather throughout my staying was very good. I could enjoy more outdoor 
activities and got to know a different way of life and traditions. 

I want to thank a lot the Erasmus for the opportunity and for making it easier for me to go abroad 
and learn so much.  

 




