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§ 1  
Programme objectives 

 
(1) The objective of the bachelor’s programme is to 
provide students with the specific knowledge, exper-
tise, and methods needed in the context of profes-
sional activity to perform scientific work, make scien-
tifically justified decisions, engage in critical analysis 
of scientific knowledge, and act responsibly. Thus, 
students shall be adequately qualified either for sub-
sequent master’s studies or for professional employ-
ment in the relevant fields. Additionally, students 
shall develop the skills needed to present the content 
of their studies in a manner appropriate to both the 
subject matter and their audience.  
 
(2) The objective of the master’s programme is to 
provide a more advanced professional qualification 
after the successful completion of a first degree. The 
examinations of this programme shall require candi-
dates to demonstrate a high level of technical and 
scientific expertise in accordance with the expecta-
tions of a master’s level in the relevant field. Students 
shall develop the skills needed to independently per-
form practically oriented scientific work. They shall 
be able to establish scientific findings both inde-
pendently and collaboratively, recognize the signifi-
cance of their findings, and exploit these findings for 
the benefit of society or their professional activities. 
Students shall possess a detailed and critically nu-
anced understanding of the latest scientific advance-
ments and shall be able to apply their expertise to 
develop solutions to previously unsolved scientific 
and practical challenges. 
 
(3) The specific study objectives of each pro-
gramme are stated in Appendices 5 to 10. 
 
 

§ 2 
Purpose of examinations 

 
(1) The professional qualification awarded by each 
bachelor’s or master’s programme is structured into 
a collection of module examinations associated with 
the programme. The requirements of these examina-
tions ensure that the necessary educational stand-
ards are met in terms of the duration and content of 
studies; these requirements are designed to reflect 
the demands of professional activity. 
 
(2) The set of module examinations associated with 
each degree programme shall be considered in its 
entirety to determine whether each candidate is able 
to apply scientific methods and knowledge and has 
acquired the competencies needed for a successful 
transition into professional practice or further aca-
demic studies after the conclusion of the programme. 

 
§ 3 

University degree 
 

(1) Upon successful completion of the bachelor’s 
examinations, the relevant Faculty of Education and 
Social Sciences (FK I), Computer Science, Econom-
ics, and Law (FK II), or Mathematics and Natural Sci-
ences (FK V) shall award the university degree 
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) to the candidate on behalf of 
the Carl von Ossietzky University of Oldenburg. Fur-
ther details are given in the specific appendices of 
each programme. The bachelor’s diploma shall be 
issued to the date stated on the transcript. The di-
ploma shall also be issued in English on request. 
 
(2) Upon successful completion of the master’s ex-
aminations, the relevant Faculty of Education and 
Social Sciences (FK I), Computer Science, Econom-
ics, and Law (FK II), or Mathematics and Natural Sci-
ences (FK V) shall award the university degree Mas-
ter of Arts, Master of Laws, Master of Business Ad-
ministration, or Master of Science to the candidate 
on behalf of the Carl von Ossietzky University of Ol-
denburg. Further details are given in the specific ap-
pendices of each programme. The master’s diploma 
shall be issued to the date stated on the transcript. 
The diploma shall also be issued in English on re-
quest. For courses conducted in English, the diploma 
shall always be issued in English. 
 
 

§ 4 
Duration, scope, and  

organization of studies 
 
(1) The duration of studies for each bachelor’s or 
master’s programme is regulated by Section 3 of the 
specific appendix of that programme.  
 
(2) The subjects offered and examination require-
ments must be organized in such a way as to allow 
students to complete their requirements in parallel to 
their studies over the course of the standard period 
of study. 
 
 

§ 5 
Examination Board 

 
(1) Faculties I, II, and V shall establish a joint Exam-
ination Board to oversee the organization of exami-
nations and fulfil the responsibilities established by 
the provisions of this document. The members and 
alternates of the Examination Board shall be elected 
by the Faculty Boards of each participating faculty. 
The Examination Board must include lecturers from 
each parallel-study programme offered by Faculties 
I, II, and V for which the joint Examination Board is 
responsible. The Centre for Lifelong Learning shall 
coordinate a proposed composition of the Board with 
each participating faculty and submit this proposal to 
the relevant Faculty Boards. 
 
 
(2) The joint Examination Board shall be composed 
of eleven voting members: seven members from the 
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group of university lecturers, two members from the 
group of university staff with active teaching respon-
sibilities, and two members from the group of stu-
dents. The three Faculty Boards may extend this list 
by additional members from the group of university 
staff or students from the relevant parallel-study pro-
grammes; these additional members shall have an 
advisory vote. The Centre for Lifelong Learning may 
likewise appoint additional members with an advi-
sory vote. The student members shall only have an 
advisory vote in matters relating to the evaluation 
and crediting of examination requirements. 
 
(3) The Chair of the Examination Board must be 
elected from the group of university lecturers. The 
Deputy Chair may be elected from the group of uni-
versity staff. 
 
(4)  The Examination Board shall oversee the exe-
cution of the examinations of each subject or module 
associated with the programmes for which it is re-
sponsible. The Examination Board shall ensure that 
the relevant statutory provisions of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of Lower Saxony are observed, as well as 
the provisions established in this document. The 
Centre for Lifelong Learning shall organize the ex-
amination procedures according to the specifications 
of this document and is furthermore responsible for 
keeping examination records. 
 
(5) The decisions of the Examination Board shall 
be passed by simple majority of votes cast; absten-
tions shall be considered equivalent to uncast votes. 
In the event of a tie, the Chair’s vote decides. The 
quorum of the Examination Board is met if a majority 
of its members are present, necessarily including at 
least two members from the group of university lec-
turers and either the Chair or Deputy Chair. 
 
(6) The student members of the Examination Board 
shall have a term of one year; the other members of 
the Examination Board shall have a term of two 
years. 
 
(7) The Examination Board is entitled to adopt its 
own rules of procedure. Minutes must be kept of any 
meetings conducted. These minutes must record the 
key topics of the discussion and any resolutions de-
cided by the Examination Board. 
 
(8) The Examination Board may delegate its au-
thority to the Chair or Deputy Chair and revoke this 
authority at any time. The Centre for Lifelong Learn-
ing shall assist the Chair with all administrative pro-
cedures created by these examination regulations. 
For matters relating to credit recognition for past 
studies and examination requirements (see §7) and 
the issuing of final thesis topics (see §21), the Exam-
ination Board may delegate its authority to its mem-
bers (subject representatives) and revoke this au-
thority at any time. 
 

(9) The members of the Examination Board have 
the right to attend any examinations associated with 
a parallel-study bachelor’s or master’s programme in 
an observational capacity. 
 
(8) The meetings of the Examination Board shall be 
held in closed session. The members of the Exami-
nation Board and their alternates have a duty to 
maintain the confidentiality of official proceedings. 
Excluding any public-service missions, they shall be 
required to commit to confidentiality by the Chair. 
 
(9) The Examination Board must appropriately no-
tify students of any examination decisions that mate-
rially affect them. 
 
(10) The Examination Board may publish any deci-
sions and other measures undertaken in accordance 
with these examination regulations in the relevant 
university circles, including but not limited to registra-
tion and examination dates and deadlines. The rele-
vant data protection regulations must be observed.  
 
 

§ 6 
Examiners and assessors 

 
(1) The module examinations shall be administered 
by the teaching staff and associates of this university 
or another university responsible for the relevant 
subjects. Any professor, junior professor, scientific or 
artistic research associate, special teacher, contract 
teacher, or lecturer may be appointed as an exam-
iner. Other persons with the relevant experience in 
professional practice and training may also be ap-
pointed as examiners. Finally, professors currently in 
retirement or on leave of absence may also adminis-
ter examinations. 
 
(2) The authority to administer module examina-
tions or subjects is awarded by the relevant Faculty 
Board. Students shall be informed of their examiners 
in the description of each module. 
 
(3) Only persons who themselves possess either 
the qualification awarded by the examination or 
some other equivalent qualification are eligible to be 
appointed as examiners. 
 
(4) For oral examinations, assessors may addition-
ally be appointed; assessors may not decide grades 
or ask questions. Assessors must themselves pos-
sess either the qualification awarded by the exami-
nation or some other equivalent qualification.  
 
(5) Module examinations are typically graded by a 
single examiner. 
 
 

§ 7 
Recognition of credit by equivalence for  

past studies and examination requirements  
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(1) Any past periods of study, including practical in-
ternships and examination requirements, completed 
as part of the same programme or an equivalent pro-
gramme at a university or equivalent higher educa-
tion institution in Germany or the European Higher 
Education Area shall be recognized for credit without 
requiring any special equivalence procedure. 
 
(2) Any past periods of study, including practical in-
ternships and examination requirements, completed 
as part of another programme may be recognized for 
credit upon request by the student, provided that no 
material differences exist between the acquired com-
petencies. Decisions relating to credit recognition 
shall be based on a global comparison. This credit 
recognition process shall include an evaluation of the 
level and learning outcomes. Any material differ-
ences must be justified by the university. The docu-
ments required for this evaluation must be submitted 
in either German or English by the students. Recom-
mendations and opinions may be requested from the 
Central Office for Foreign Education to clarify any 
factual or legal questions. Any specific credit recog-
nition arrangements with foreign universities are un-
affected by this procedure. 
 
(3) Competencies acquired from prior education, 
training, or professional experience may be recog-
nized for credit, provided that their content and level 
is predominantly equivalent to the content and level 
of the module examinations of the programme and 
equivalence has been established for the areas of 
the programme relevant to the recognition process. 
Credit may also be awarded in overall recognition of 
a combination of education and training qualifica-
tions if equivalence is ascertained. A maximum of 50 
percent of the credit points of any degree programme 
may be recognized by equivalence in this fashion. If 
insufficient documentation is available to substanti-
ate past qualifications, a knowledge test may be re-
quested. 
 
(4) The grades and credits of examination require-
ments recognized by equivalence shall be derived 
from the corresponding grades and credits of the 
original qualifications. If the scope or scale of the 
grading scheme differs, the Examination Board may 
specify a conversion scheme. If the grading systems 
are incompatible, the grade shall be recorded as 
“passed” by default. Examination requirements rec-
ognized by equivalence shall be identified as such in 
the transcript. 
 
(5) Examination requirements that have already 
been successfully completed as part of the pro-
gramme cannot be used to gain duplicate credit by 
an equivalence process. 
 
(6) Further details are given in the specific appen-
dices of each programme (see Section 5 of Appen-
dices 5 to 10). 
 
 

§ 8 
Registration for modules  
and module examinations 

 
(1) Any student matriculated at the Carl von Ossi-
etzky University of Oldenburg is entitled to register 
for any of the modules associated with the corre-
sponding parallel-study bachelor’s or master’s pro-
gramme, provided that none of the grounds for ex-
clusion listed in §20(3) no. 3 exist. Any student who 
registers for a module is entitled to be admitted to the 
examinations associated with that module.  
 
(2) Students may withdraw from an examination 
without justification until two weeks before the date 
of the examination by contacting the Centre for Life-
long Learning. Withdrawal from an examination in 
the two weeks leading up to the examination date is 
only permissible if compelling reasons are given. 
 
(3) Each module includes at least one examination. 
Examinations shall be conducted in parallel to stud-
ies and shall be organized according to the specific 
requirements of the module. 
 
(4) Any student who registers for a module must 
pay the fees specified in the latest applicable version 
of the Fee and Payment Regulations of the Carl von 
Ossietzky University of Oldenburg. Any payment ar-
rangements shall be governed by the aforemen-
tioned regulations.  
 
 

§ 9  
Form and content of modules 

 
(1) The programme-specific appendices of these 
examination regulations specify the nature and 
quantity of the modules offered as compulsory and 
elective modules.   
 
(2) A module description shall be provided for each 
module when the available subjects are announced. 
 
 

§ 10 
Types of module examination 

 
(1) The nature, quantity, and scope of the module 
examinations associated with each bachelor’s and 
master’s programme are specified in the pro-
gramme-specific appendices (see Section 6 of Ap-
pendices 5 to 10).  
 
(2) If a student provides evidence that he or she is 
fully or partially unable to complete the module ex-
aminations in the prescribed form due to prolonged 
illness or disability, maternity rights, or duty of care 
for close relatives or the student’s own child, the Ex-
amination Board shall allow him or her to complete 
the examinations in an equivalent form or with an ex-
tended deadline. The presentation of a medical cer-
tificate may be requested. 



 Unofficial version  
 
 

 

 
(3) When submitting written work to fulfil an exami-
nation requirement, each student must declare in 
writing that he or she drafted and prepared this work 
independently without the use of any sources or re-
sources other than those properly cited, and in ac-
cordance with the general principles of scientific re-
search and publication, such as the principles out-
lined in the guidelines for good scientific practice 
published by the Carl von Ossietzky University of Ol-
denburg. 
 
 

§ 11 
Credit points 

 
(1) Credit points shall be awarded for successfully 
completed module examinations. Credit points are 
designed to reflect the average workload required in 
order to pass the requirements of the module exam-
inations. One credit point is equivalent to 30 hours of 
workload. The distribution of credit points over the 
module examinations and the bachelor’s or master’s 
thesis is specified in the programme-specific appen-
dices. 
 
(2) The Centre for Lifelong Learning keeps a record 
of the credit points acquired by each student. Stu-
dents may request access to their current credit point 
records as part of their organizational and data pro-
tection rights.  
 
 

§ 12 
Grading of module examinations  

and the bachelor’s or master’s thesis 
 
(1) The module examinations/module subtests and 
the bachelor’s or master’s thesis shall be evaluated 
and graded as described in (2). A module examina-
tion is considered passed if every sub-requirement 
has been completed with the grade “sufficient” or 
higher. Grading must be concluded by the examiners 
within four weeks; the grades must be communi-
cated to the Centre for Lifelong Learning. Some 
module examination requirements or module sub-re-
quirements may not be graded; see the programme-
specific appendices for details. If an examination re-
quirement is not graded, it will simply be recorded as 
either “passed” or “failed”. The final thesis shall al-
ways be graded. 
 
(2) Grading shall be performed according to the fol-
lowing scheme: 
 
1 = very good excellent performance, 

2 = good performance significantly 
above average requirements, 

3 = satisfactory performance meets the aver-
age requirements in every re-
spect, 

4 = sufficient performance meets the mini-
mum requirements despite 
deficiencies, 

5 = failed performance does not meet 
the requirements due to signif-
icant deficiencies. 

 
These grades can be increased or decreased by 0.3 
points to give a more differentiated evaluation; how-
ever, the grades of 0.7, 4.3, 4.7, and 5.3 may not be 
awarded. 
 
(3) If the module examination is structured into mul-
tiple sub-requirements, the overall grade awarded for 
the examination is calculated as the weighted arith-
metic mean of the grades of each successfully com-
pleted sub-requirement. The previous sentence also 
applies to examinations graded by multiple examin-
ers. 
 
Averaged grades shall apply the following cut-off 
points: 
 
for averages less than or equal 
to 1.50 

 
very good, 

for averages above 1.50 but 
less than or equal to 2.50 

 
good, 

for averages above 2.50 but 
less than or equal to 3.50 

 
satisfactory, 

for averages above 3.50 but 
less than or equal to 4.00 

 
sufficient, 

for averages above 4.00 insufficient. 
 
When calculating the grade according to the first 
sentence of this provision, only the first two places 
after the decimal point are considered; all other digits 
are truncated without rounding.  
 
(4) The overall grade awarded for the bachelor’s or 
master’s examination shall be calculated as the arith-
metic mean of the grades awarded for each module 
and the grade awarded for the bachelor’s or master’s 
thesis, weighted by credit points.  
 
(5) Any student who achieves an overall grade be-
tween 1.00 and 1.20 shall be granted the additional 
mention “passed with distinction”.  
 
(6) The absolute grade described above shall be 
supplemented by an ECTS grade (European Credit 
Transfer and Accumulation System), which gives a 
relative evaluation of the grade. The ECTS grade de-
scribes the individual performance of each student in 
relation to the performance of other students who at-
tended the same programme. The following ECTS 
grades shall be awarded to the students who suc-
cessfully pass their programme: 
 

A for the top 10%, 
B for the next 25%, 
C for the next 30%, 
D for the next 25%, 
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E for the next 10%. 
 
(7) The ECTS grade of the programme is calcu-
lated from the grades achieved by all students over 
the six semesters (cohort) leading up to the date of 
the degree. The ECTS grade is only issued if this co-
hort includes at least 25 graduates. 
 
 

§ 13 
Absence, withdrawal, deceit 

 
(1) An examination requirement is considered 
“failed” if any of the following occur without compel-
ling grounds: 
 

1. the student is absent on the date of the ex-
amination, 

 
2. the student withdraws from the examination 

after it has begun, 
 

3. the student does not repeat an examination 
requirement within the specified deadline.  

 
(2) The Examination Board must be immediately 
notified in writing of any grounds for withdrawal or 
absence, and evidence to credibly substantiate them 
must be provided; failure do so shall result in the rel-
evant examination requirement being graded as 
“failed”. Dematriculation or suspension do not consti-
tute compelling grounds for any of the above circum-
stances. A medical certificate must be provided in 
the event of illness. If the grounds for withdrawal or 
absence are recognized as compelling, a new date 
shall be chosen for the examination, typically the 
usual examination date of the next cycle. Any exam-
ination requirements that have already been passed 
shall then be credited as usual.  
 
(3) If a student attempts to influence the result of 
his module examination by deceit or the use of un-
authorized assistance, the relevant examination re-
quirement shall be automatically considered “failed”. 
Any student who disturbs the proper conduct of an 
examination may be excluded from the continuation 
of the examination; if this occurs, the relevant exam-
ination requirement shall be considered “failed”. Be-
fore the Examination Board issues a decision pursu-
ant to either of the previous two sentences, the stu-
dent must be given the opportunity to make a state-
ment. Until the Examination Board has issued a de-
cision, the student shall continue the examination, 
unless provisional exclusion of the student is judged 
indispensable for the proper continuation of the ex-
amination by the responsible supervisor. The Exam-
ination Board may decide that a module in which the 
deceit was performed or attempted may be repeated 
and may limit the number of admissible repetitions, 
taking precedence over §14 of these regulations if 
necessary. In the event of serious or repeated deceit, 
the Examination Board has the authority to exclude 

the student from the continuation of examination pro-
cedures. In cases of repeated deceit, the student 
shall typically be barred from the continuation of ex-
amination procedures. If this occurs, the bachelor’s 
or master's examinations of the corresponding pro-
gramme shall be considered definitively failed.  
 
(4) For written work submitted to fulfil an examina-
tion requirement, the corresponding requirement shall 
be deemed “failed” if a deadline specified in writing is 
missed. Sentences 1 to 4 of (2) apply accordingly. In 
cases where the deadline cannot be met for compel-
ling reasons, the Examination Board shall decide 
whether the deadline should be postponed accord-
ingly or whether an equivalent alternative assignment 
should be set, considering the principles of equal op-
portunity and scientific performance to supersede the 
necessity of observing procedural regulations.  
 
 

§ 14 
Repetition of module examinations 

 
(1) Failed module examinations may be repeated 
twice. The form of a repeated module examination 
may differ the original examination if compelling rea-
sons to do so are presented and substantiated, sub-
ject to the approval of the examiners. If a student re-
ceives the grade “failed” on the second repetition of 
an examination requirement associated with a com-
pulsory module, or the examination is considered 
“failed” for reasons outlined elsewhere, the bache-
lor’s or master’s examinations of the corresponding 
programme shall be considered definitively failed. 
Any examination requirement whose failure would 
lead to the definitive failure of a module must be ad-
ministered by two lecturers duly authorized to do so 
according to §6 of these regulations. 
 
(2) The first repetition of an examination can typi-
cally be completed in the same semester as the orig-
inal examination and must necessarily be completed 
within 10 weeks of the announcement of examination 
results at the latest. Additional repetitions must be 
completed during the subsequent academic year at 
the latest. Students may request to withdraw from a 
failed examination in an elective module without jus-
tification. 
 
(3) If a student fails the first repetition of an exami-
nation, he or she has the right to consult with a stu-
dent counsellor affiliated with the programme.  
 
(4) Module examinations may only be repeated if 
failed. 
 
(5) Any unsuccessful attempts to fulfil an examina-
tion requirement in a related programme or in the 
same subject at another university or equivalent 
higher education institution in Germany or the Euro-
pean Higher Education Area shall be subtracted from 
the number of repetitions available to the student as 
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specified in (1). The same applies to any unsuccess-
ful attempt to complete an examination requirement 
for the same compulsory module as part of a differ-
ent programme at the University of Oldenburg. 
 
 

§ 15 
Transcript and certificates 

 
(1) A transcript shall be issued immediately once 
the bachelor’s or master’s examinations are passed 
(Appendices 2 and 4). The transcript shall be dated 
to the day on which the last examination was passed. 
The transcript will be accompanied by a diploma sup-
plement. It may also be issued in English on request. 
 
(2) If the bachelor’s or master’s examinations are 
definitively failed, the Chair of the Examination Board 
must notify the student in writing. 
 
(3) If a student leaves the university or changes 
programmes, a certificate may be issued on request 
detailing the completed examination requirements 
and grades awarded for them, as well as any credit 
points acquired. In the event of (2), this certificate 
shall be issued without request; this certificate shall 
list the missing examination requirements and shall 
include a statement indicating that the bachelor’s or 
master’s examinations were definitively failed.  
 
 

§ 16 
Retroactive invalidation of examinations 

 
(1) If an examination was passed by deceit that is 
only discovered after the transcript has been issued, 
the Examination Board may retroactively adjust the 
grades of the examination requirements for which 
the student engaged in deceit and declare the exam-
ination fully or partially “failed”. The provisions of 
§13(3) apply accordingly.  
 
(2) If the prerequisites for registration to an exami-
nation were not fulfilled, without attempted deceit on 
the part of the student, and this fact only becomes 
known after the transcript has been issued, then the 
successful completion of the examination shall be 
considered a sufficient remedy to the irregularity. If 
the wrongful registration was the result of wilful de-
ceit by the student, the Examination Board may de-
cide appropriate action in accordance with any appli-
cable legal provisions relating to the withdrawal of il-
legitimate administrative acts.  
 
(3) The student shall be given the opportunity to 
discuss any such matters with the Examination 
Board before a decision is issued. 
 
(4) The incorrect examination transcript shall be 
withdrawn and replaced by the correct transcript or 
certificate; if necessary, the relevant examinations 
must be repeated. The bachelor’s or master’s di-

ploma shall also be withdrawn together with the in-
correct examination transcript in the event that one 
of the examinations passed by the student is retro-
actively declared “failed” due to deceit. Any decisions 
under (1) are excluded once a period of five years 
has elapsed from the date of issuance of the exami-
nation transcript. 
 
 

§ 17 
Access to examination records 

 
Students shall be granted access to the written exam-
ination papers, the comments of the examiners, and 
the examination records on request once the module 
examinations have concluded. Any such request must 
be submitted to the Examination Board at latest one 
year after the grades of the examination are an-
nounced, the examination transcript is issued, or the 
notice of definitive failure is received. 
 
 

§ 18 
Objection procedures 

 
(1) Students must be notified of any rejections or 
other unfavourable administrative resolutions de-
cided in accordance with these examination regula-
tions as required by §41 of the Administrative Proce-
dures Act (VwVfG). Students may submit an objec-
tion to the Examination Board regarding the grading 
of an examination within one month of receipt of the 
decision in accordance with §§68ff. of the Adminis-
trative Procedures Code (VwGO). 
 
(2) The Examination Board is responsible for decid-
ing whether to accept the objection.  
 
(3) Before making a decision, the Examination 
Board shall communicate the objection to the rele-
vant examiner for review. If the examiner revises the 
grade awarded, the Examination Board shall accept 
the objection and enact a remedy. Otherwise, the Ex-
amination Board shall review the examiner’s deci-
sion, taking note of any statements submitted by the 
examiner, and shall in particular investigate the fol-
lowing aspects: 
 

1. whether the examination procedures un-
folded properly, 

 
2. whether the grade was based on factually in-

correct assumptions, 
 
3. whether the generally applicable principles 

of good grading practice were observed, 
 
4. whether an acceptable solution that was co-

herently substantiated by compelling argu-
ments was graded as incorrect 

 
5. whether the examiner made decisions 

based on irrelevant considerations. 
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A similar procedure shall be followed if the objection 
relates to a grade awarded by multiple examiners. 
 
(4) A decision regarding the objection must be is-
sued within three months. If the Examination Board 
does not remedy the objection or the conditions re-
quired for regrading or resitting the examination re-
quirements are not met, the relevant Faculty Board 
shall decide the objection. Under no circumstances 
may an objection procedure result in a lower grade. 
 
 

§ 19  
Scope of bachelor’s  

or master’s examinations 
 
(1) The bachelor’s or master’s examinations are di-
vided into the module examinations of the pro-
gramme and the bachelor’s or master’s degree mod-
ule. 
 

§ 20 
Registration for the  

bachelor’s or master’s thesis  
 
(1) Eligibility to register for the bachelor’s or mas-
ter’s thesis is regulated by the programme-specific 
appendices (see Section 7 of Appendices 5 to 10). 
  
(2) The following documents must be submitted 
with the application to register for the bachelor’s or 
master’s thesis: 
 

a) a proposal for the topic of the thesis, 
 
b) a proposal for the two examiners, 
 
c) a statement clarifying whether the student 

has ever definitively failed any bachelor’s or 
master’s examinations or parts of any such 
examinations or other examinations in the 
selected subjects at any university or equiv-
alent higher education institution in Germany 
or any other country in the European Higher 
Education Area, or whether the student is 
currently participating in any ongoing exam-
ination procedures. 

 
(3) The Examination Board is responsible for decid-
ing whether to accept registration. Registration shall 
be denied if: 
 

1. the eligibility requirements are not met, or 
 

2. the documents submitted are incomplete or, 
 
3. bachelor’s or master’s examinations or other 

examinations in one of the selected subjects 
of this same programme were ever defini-
tively failed at any university or equivalent 
higher education institution in Germany or 

any other country in the European Higher 
Education Area. 

 
 

§ 21 
Bachelor’s or master’s thesis 

 
(1) The purpose of the bachelor’s or master’s thesis 
is to demonstrate that the student is capable of work-
ing independently on a problem from one of the se-
lected subjects using scientific methods and subject 
to time constraints. The topic and scope of the bach-
elor’s or master’s thesis must adequately reflect the 
purpose of the examinations (§2(1), §2(3)) and must 
be conducted within the timeframe specified in (5). 
The nature of the assignment and the scope of the 
thesis must be fixed when the topic is issued. The 
bachelor’s or master’s thesis may be completed in a 
group format (max. three persons) unless this is pro-
hibited by the programme-specific appendices. 
 
(2) The topic of the bachelor’s or master’s thesis 
may be selected by any examiner as defined in §6 of 
these regulations (the first reviewer). The reviewers 
must meet the following criteria: 
 

a) The reviewers must have active teaching re-
sponsibilities in the relevant programme. 

 
b) At least one reviewer must be a professor 

who is currently active, retired, or on leave of 
absence. 

 
c) At least one reviewer must be a member of 

the group of lecturers or university staff at 
the University of Oldenburg or a professor in 
retirement or on leave of absence affiliated 
with the University of Oldenburg. 

 
(3) The topic shall be selected by the first reviewer 
after consulting with the student and communicated 
to the Examination Board. The topic shall then be is-
sued by the subject representative of the Examina-
tion Board; every issued topic shall be recorded. 
Once the topic has been issued, the first and second 
reviewers shall be appointed. During the preparation 
of the thesis, the student shall be supervised by the 
first reviewer.  
 
(4) If requested by the student, subject to the ap-
proval of the first and second reviewers, the bache-
lor’s or master’s thesis may be written in English or 
any other foreign language. 
 
(5) The scope, workload, and submission deadline 
of the bachelor’s or master’s thesis are regulated by 
the programme-specific appendices. The topic may 
be returned once within the first six weeks without 
justification. Topics may only be returned at a later 
point if a compelling reason to do so is given. 
 
(6) When submitting the bachelor’s or master’s the-
sis, the student must declare in writing that the thesis 
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was prepared independently without the use of any 
other sources or resources than those properly cited, 
and that the general principles of good practice in 
scientific research and publications, such as those 
established in the Guidelines for good scientific prac-
tice by the Carl von Ossietzky University of Olden-
burg, have been observed. 
 
(7) Three copies of the bachelor’s or master’s the-
sis must be submitted by the deadline to the Centre 
for Lifelong Learning; the date of submission shall be 
recorded. 
 
(8) The thesis shall typically be graded by both re-
viewers within six weeks of its submission. Grading 
shall be conducted in accordance with §12(3) and 
§12(4). A written justification of the grade must be 
provided; this should explain the key considerations 
in the grading decision. These written comments 
shall be archived in the examination records together 
with the final thesis. The bachelor’s or master’s the-
sis is passed if both examiners award a grade of “suf-
ficient” or better. The overall grade of the bachelor’s 
or master’s thesis shall be calculated as the arithme-
tic mean of the grades awarded by each reviewer 
and rounded as specified in §12(3). 
 
 

§ 22 
Repetition of the  

bachelor’s or master’s thesis 
 
(1) The bachelor’s or master’s thesis may be re-
peated once if graded as “failed” or considered 
graded as “failed” for reasons outlined elsewhere. 
The thesis may not be repeated twice. When repeat-
ing the bachelor’s or master’s thesis, the topic may 
only be returned if this option was not already used 
during the first attempt. The provisions of the third 
sentence of §14(1) apply accordingly. 
 
(2) The new topic of the bachelor’s or master’s the-
sis must be issued within a reasonable timeframe, 
usually within three months of the grading of the first 
thesis. 
 
 

§ 23 
Final grade 

 
(1) The number of credit points required to pass the 
bachelor’s or master’s examinations is specified in 
the programme-specific appendices.  
 
(2) Students may choose to complete an additional 
examination other than the elective modules extend-
ing beyond the maximum scope of their programme 
(additional examination). The results of the addi-
tional examination may be included on the transcript 
by request but shall not be taken into consideration 
when calculating the final grade. 
 

§ 24 
Transitional regulations 

 
Students who are currently completing their second 
semester or higher at the time of entry into effect of 
these regulations shall be examined according to the 
regulations which currently apply to them. Upon re-
quest and subject to the approval of the Examination 
Board, any such students may be examined in ac-
cordance with the new regulations.   
 
 
 

Important notice: 
Transitional regulations and entry into effect of 
the first set of amendments to the regulations 

for the winter semester 2015/2016 
 
(1) These amendments shall enter into effect once 
approved by the Praesidium on the day after their 
publication in the official bulletin of the Carl von Os-
sietzky University of Oldenburg. 
 
(2) Students who are currently completing their 
second semester or higher at the time of entry into 
effect of these amendments shall be examined ac-
cording to the regulations which currently apply to 
them. Upon request and subject to the approval of 
the Examination Board, any such students may be 
examined according to the amended regulations. 
 
(3) Students who are currently completing their 
second or higher semester at the time of entry into 
effect of these amendments and who are attending 
modules newly added to the programme-specific ap-
pendix may have these modules count towards their 
elective module requirements. 
 
(4) Any Examination Board formed after the entry 
of effect of these amendments shall additionally take 
on the duties of an Examination Board formed prior 
to these amendments as specified in §5.  
 
 
 

Important notice: 
Transitional regulations and entry into effect of 
the second set of amendments to the regula-

tions for the winter semester 2016/2017 
 

(1) These amendments shall enter into effect once 
approved by the Praesidium on the day after their 
publication in the official bulletin of the Carl von Os-
sietzky University of Oldenburg for the winter semes-
ter 2016/17. 
 
(2) Students who are currently completing their 
second semester or higher at the time of entry into 
effect of these amendments shall be examined ac-
cording to the new regulations. Upon request and 
subject to the approval of the Examination Board, 
any such students may be examined according to 
the regulations which currently apply to them. 
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(3) As an exception to (2), students of the master’s 
programme Innovation Management (M.A.) who are 
currently completing their second semester or higher 
at the time of entry into effect of these amendments 
shall be examined according to the regulations which 
currently apply to them. Upon request and subject to 
the approval of the Examination Board, any such stu-
dents may be examined according to the new regu-
lations. 
 
(4) Students who are currently completing their 
second or higher semester at the time of entry into 
effect of these amendments and who are attending 
modules newly added to the programme-specific ap-
pendix may have these modules count towards their 
elective module requirements. 
 
(5) Any Examination Board formed after the entry 
of effect of these amendments shall additionally take 
on the duties of an Examination Board formed prior 
to these amendments as specified in §5. 
 
 
 

Important notice: 
Transitional regulations and entry into effect of 
the third set of amendments to the regulations 

for the winter semester 2017/2018 
 
(1) These amendments shall enter into effect 
once approved by the Praesidium on the day after 
their publication in the official bulletin of the Carl von 
Ossietzky University of Oldenburg for the winter se-
mester 2017/18.  
 
(2) Students who are currently completing their 
second semester or higher at the time of entry into 
effect of these amendments shall be examined ac-
cording to the new regulations. Upon request and 
subject to the approval of the Examination Board, 
any such students may be examined according to 
the regulations which currently apply to them.  
 
(3) As an exception to (2), students of the mas-
ter’s programme Innovation Management (M.A.) 
who are currently completing their second semester 
or higher at the time of entry into effect of these 
amendments shall be examined according to the 

regulations which currently apply to them. Upon re-
quest and subject to the approval of the Examination 
Board, any such students may be examined accord-
ing to the new regulations.  
 
(4) Students who are currently completing their 
second or higher semester at the time of entry into 
effect of these amendments and who are attending 
modules newly added to the programme-specific ap-
pendix may have these modules count towards their 
elective module requirements.  
 
(5) Any Examination Board formed after the entry 
of effect of these amendments shall additionally take 
on the duties of an Examination Board formed prior 
to these amendments as specified in §5. 
 
 

Important notice: 
Transitional regulations and entry into effect of 
the fourth set of amendments to the regulations 

for the winter semester 2018/2019 
 
(1) These amendments shall enter into effect 
once approved by the Praesidium on the day after 
their publication in the official bulletin of the Carl von 
Ossietzky University of Oldenburg for the winter se-
mester 2018/2019.  
 
(2) Students who are currently completing their 
second semester or higher at the time of entry into 
effect of these amendments shall be examined ac-
cording to the new regulations. Upon request and 
subject to the approval of the Examination Board, 
any such students may be examined according to 
the regulations which currently apply to them.  
 
(3) Students who are currently completing their 
second or higher semester at the time of entry into 
effect of these amendments and who are attending 
modules newly added to the programme-specific ap-
pendix may have these modules count towards their 
elective module requirements.  
 
(4) Any Examination Board formed after the entry 
of effect of these amendments shall additionally take 
on the duties of an Examination Board formed prior 
to these amendments as specified in §5. 

 


