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The DAAD organized 2 alumni seminar series this summer; one starting from Witzenhausen 
(University of Kassel) & the other from Cottbus (BTU Cottbus). I got a chance to attend the 
seminar series on “Applied Solar Technology in Developing Countries” (June 2 – June 9 2015) 
organized at Witzenhausen. Basically, the seminars were in alignment with my work at FluxGen 
Engineering technologies on the applications of solar energy technologies in rural India. The 
whole program was conducted and moderated by University of Kassel (Dept. of Agricultural 
Engineering) and German Institute for Tropical and Subtropical Agriculture (DITSL), funded by 
DAAD. As part of the program, there were seminars from faculty (University of Kassel & 
REMENA program) and external invited speakers (from Simply solar), project demonstrations 
(solar drying technologies, thermal concentrators & their practical usage), Industry/site visits 
(SMA – Solar Technology AG, Ökologisch & guided tour in tropical greenhouse botanical garden 
of Uni. Kassel), excursions (Burg Berlepsch, Merkers Mine & Hainich Tree top walk), and cultural 
exchanges. From my side, I gave a talk highlighting our start-ups work on ‘closed-loop solar 
irrigation scheduling for Indian farmers1’ and the projects on ‘smart micro-grids for remote 
Indian villages’. 

After spending a week in Witzenhausen, we traveled to Munich to take part in Intersolar 2015. 
Here, the other group from Cottbus also joined us and together we were 50 people. There were 
around 1000 exhibitors at Intersolar this time and it was a good experience for me to interact 
with the solar businesses coming from all over world. Further, as part of the DAAD program, a 
couple of Industry presentations were specially organized for us and also there were other 
interactive events wherein the idea was to get the two groups (Witzenhausen & Cottbus) to 
have more exchanges among themselves. Overall, the experience was an enjoyable one!

Moreover, this event also helped me to get in touch with other PPRE alumni; in total, I guess 
there were around 20 alumni or more at Intersolar 2015. We were 3 at Witzenhausen and 
around 3-4 at Cottbus. Unfortunately, due to mismatch in available timings, we couldn’t manage
to get a complete group picture of PPRE alumni.



From Left: Mohamed Mamdouh, Mitavachan Hiremath & Karun Yarlagadda

From Left: Mitavachan Hiremath, Harpreet Singh & Karun Yarlagadda



At Witzenhausen: Mitavachan Hiremath (India) & Awa Celestine Anyam (Cameroun)


